
Legislature to Weigh New Laws for Single-Use 
Straws and Plastics, Polystyrene Containers, 
Tobacco Products in Pharmacies, a Charitable 
Gifts Reserve Fund, Recidivism Reduction Task 
Force, Sustainable Packaging for County Goods 

RIVERHEAD, N.Y.  –   Members of the Suffolk County Legislature are expected to consider 
several measures at their April 8 meeting at the Evans K. Griffing Legislature Building in 
Riverhead designed to protect the environment in Suffolk County, including limiting the 
distribution of single-use straws and stirrers to “by request” only. The general meeting will begin 
at 9:30 a.m. 

According to the proposed law, straws would only be distributed to customers by request and 
would further require that the straws be biodegradable and/or backyard compostable. In addition, 
it would be prohibited to distribute straws to customers that are wrapped in plastic. 

Violators of the law would be subject to a $100 fine for the first violation, $200 for the second 
violation and $400 for any subsequent violations. Drive-thru establishments would be exempt 
from the “by request” provision, however would be required to provide biodegradable straws as 
would self-serve soda stations. Pre-packaged beverages that include a straw would be exempt. 

Lawmakers are also considering prohibiting the distribution of single-use plastics in County 
Parks. The law would require all concession licenses and license renewals with the Suffolk 
County Department of Parks, Recreation and Conservation to contain a provision barring the 
concessionaire from selling or distributing single-use cups, utensils, plates, trays, bowls or 
beverage straws made from plastic or other non-biodegradable substances.  
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Legislators will also weigh prohibiting the use and distribution of Polystyrene Foam containers 
for food service items or loose fill packaging. Exemptions would include prepackaged foods that 
are sealed prior to receipt by the food service establishment, including eggs, raw meat, pork, fish 
seafood or poultry in addition to electronics that are packed in loose fill Styrofoam.  

A violation of this law, after a hearing with the Health Commissioners, would be punishable by a 
fine ranging from $500 for the first offense up to $2,500 for the third offense. 

The agenda also includes a local law to prohibit the sale of tobacco products in pharmacies or 
businesses that register as a pharmacy that are located in the County. A violation of the law 
would result in a hearing before the Health Commissioner and could include a fine of up to 
$2,000.  

Legislators will consider authorizing a Charitable Gifts Reserve Fund Tax Credit that would 
permit property owners to make an unrestricted “charitable” monetary donation, receiving a 95% 
credit of the donation, which can be used to offset the property owner’s County property tax 
liability. The proposal is intended to circumvent reductions to State and Local Tax (SALT) 
deductions contained in the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017.  

Legislators will also weigh creating the Recidivism Reduction Through Work Release Task 
Force to discuss and develop a three-year pilot program that aims to reduce the recidivism rates 
of low-level offenders through training received in a work-release program providing 
maintenance services at County facilities and creating a pathway to employment. 

In addition, Legislators will decide whether to require County contracts issued via an RFP to 
mandate vendors utilize backyard compostable and/or biodegradable packaging materials when 
shipping products to the County. Original packaging of goods and goods which are regulated by 
State or Federal Laws would be exempt from this law. 

Legislators will also consider:  
• Establishing a multi-year financial plan annually subject to a permissive referendum; 
• Approving the appointment of Frances Pierre as Commissioner of the Suffolk County 

Department of Social Services; 
• Designating the week of April 20 through April 28 as Suffolk County Park Appreciation 

Week; 
• Amending the name of the County’s Liability and Casualty Reserve Fund to the 

Insurance Reserve Fund; 
• Reducing fees from $300 to $200 for mortgage instruments presented for recording or 

filing to the County Clerk  

There are several Public Hearings scheduled as well, set to begin at 2:00 pm. They include: 
• Ensuring Fair Employment in Suffolk County by prohibiting employers from having a 

check box on job applications to indicate an employee’s criminal history or inquiring as 
to a perspective applicant’s criminal arrests or convictions; 



• Repealing a Charter Law to terminate public financing of political campaigns; 
• Improving oversight of Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems (ENDS) by establishing a 

penalty and fine structure; 
• Authorizing the Forge River small business assistance program for businesses located 

within the Forge Watershed Sewer Project for sewer charges and connection fees; 
• Amending the Suffolk County Housing Opportunities Program so that re-payment of 

student loans would be factored into income calculations for the purpose of determining 
income qualifications; 

• Strengthening deed restrictions for 72-H housing, rental housing and workforce housing 
or affordable housing; 

• Imposing limitations on campaign contributions from County contractors and public 
employee unions to County elected officials and candidates seeking County office; 

• Adding an exemption to the requirement that the Commissioner of the Public Works 
Department be a licensed professional engineer to stipulate that when the Chief Deputy 
Commission or the Deputy Commissioner are professional engineers, he need not be; 

• Authorizing re-conveyance of a parcel at 14 Poplar Street in Centereach, acquired 
through tax default, to its immediate past owner; 

 
 For additional information, visit www.scnylegislature.us/ or contact Fran Evans at 
(631)853-5499.  
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